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Constitution, i.e.. from unwritten and flexible to written and rigid
(1653), respeemely.

3. A new scheme of government known as 'The Humble Peti-
tion and Advice (1656) was tried last of all.

For all these constitutional experiments and schemes please con-
sult answer previously given.

Q. Discuss briefly the internal administration of Cromwell.
Account for the fact that his rule though arbitrary was tolerated
by the people whereas for the same defects Charles I lost his life.
Or,

Q, ''Cromwell was but Charles I writ large". Do you agree
with this statement? Or,

Q. Cromwell's rule was a military despotism for the nation's
good". Do you agree with this statement?

Cromwell and Charles I resembled each other in certain im-
portant respects and their mentality appeared to be the same. It
appeared as if both of them were persons of the same type and one
was the exact copy of the other but the minute study of facts shows
that it was not so. A superficial observer might easily say that one
was as bad as the other and that one failed as much as the other
but a careful examination leads us to conclude differently. Charles
became very unpopular and his rule was so much hated and he was
so obstinate and unyielding that his absolutism and utter disregard
to the wishes of the people and the Parliament sent him to gallows
but it did not happen so in the case of Oliver Cromwell. The
despotic rule of Cromwell was tolerated by tbe people and they did
not rise against him and there was no Civil War in his time as we
find in the reign of Charles I. The main reason for this was that
Cromwell possessed certain qualities of head and heart which Charles
did not. Cromweirs rule though despotic was purely meant for
nation's good. Some of CromweH's actions were meant solely for
the well-beiog of his people as he was a great reformer but Charles
lived in a dreamland of his own and had no high ideals. Charles
was a thorough believer in the divine right of Kings and as sifch he
had no sympathies with the feelings and aspirations of his subjects.
Besides there were several other factors which were responsible for
creating a situation favourable for Cromwell

A.   SIMILARITIES   BETWEEN   OLIVER   CROMWELL   AND

CHARLES I

1.  Both of them ruled England as despots, ie., their government
was not based on the consent of the people.   Both levied taxes with-
out the consent of Parliament.   Under both the burden of taxation
was heavy-

2.  Both of them could  not tolerate  opposition  and  whenever
there was anything like an obstruction to thwart their will that was
at once removed.

3.  Both of them did not co-operate with their Parliaments and